CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

nine gender, as Semites would do ; * in-
stances of this change are to be found in the
well-known Hymn of the Soul in the Acts
of Thomas, in the Gospel to the Egyptians
and elsewhere. I am inclined, however, to
think it more probable that Muhammed
had heard of Mariolatry and of the tc mother
of God," a title which then was a highly
popular catchword, and that the apotheosis
of Jesus was known to him and also the
doctrine of the Trinity by name. Further
than this his knowledge did not extend;
although he knows the Holy Ghost and
identifies him with Jesus, none the less his
primitive reasoning, under the influence of
many old beliefs, explained the mysterious
triad of the Trinity as husband, wife, and
son. This fact is enough to prove that his
theory of Christianity was formed by com-
bining isolated scraps of information and
that he cannot have had any direct instruc-

* The word for "Spirit" is of the feminine gender
in the Semitic languages.
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